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COED G ma L U

GERMANY
1. Status and Strength of the Communist Party

The East German Communist Party, calied the Socialist
Tnity Party {(SED), is an {nstrament of Soviet power and
completely domi & 311 aspects of life in East Germany.
Although it still maintains a facade of multiparty political
iife through the formal participation in the govermment of
son-SED parties, these groups exercise no independent
influence on policy; their leaders are tools of the SED.

The West German Communist Party (KFD) was outlawed
by erder of the Federal Constitutional Court on 17 August 1956,
At that time it had only a lmited influence in the politics and
society of the Federsl Republic and had long been recognized
as sieaply an appendage of the East German Communist Party
{EED} and as a propenent of Soviet rather than German interests.

Communists are not represented in the hﬁe:ﬁﬁy of any
aational trade union organisation. The sstimated strength of
the KPD as of August 1956 was 50, 000.

sty Units Responsible for Ssbotage, Assassination,
apping or Terrorist Missions '

Communist militant action groups pisyed & jeadership
role in the disorders in Berlin in 1948. Their activities were
well planned, they knew where to go, what to do and they worked
oo & definite time schedule.

Comamunist directives which became available to Germun
suthorities in 1936 indicated fhat "Sonder-Aktivgruppen” (special
groups) would be set up®, the members of which would not be

W

sDespite the functions oullined for these apecial groups, the
terminelogy has not, in the past, meant waction” in the sense of
snilitant or violent action. It will be noted that similar terminology
is being used for some covert Party units in Algeria which have
sabotage support functions.
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known to membders of the regular plant groups. The special
action groups were not to discuss their orders with anyone,
aot even the leaders of the regular plant groups. At a high-
1svel conferance of SED/KPD sxecutives a secret directive
was prepared according to which, for the preparation of
“disruptive” activities, the “one-man system" was to be
used, These spectally-trained persons were to receive their
prders from liaisen men from the Seviet Zone of Germany.
Piant questionnaires which were sometimes issued by the
Saommunist Party asking minute and detailed questions about
plant activity were used to aid in determining the most
Eavorable spots upon which to inflict sabotage.

i, Sabotage Training Given within West Germany

There is no evidence that West German Communists are
bedng trained in West Germany for azbotsge, emcept as noted
in Bection I, above.

'i'r&nin  Olven West German Communists tn

Agcording to an unconfirmed report, the East German
authorities were condutting courses in ssbotage prior to
Kevaiber 1950 for members of the Weaast Zone's Communist
Farty and FDJY organization. Training centers were set up
to accompmodate the students by Laender, For instance,
revidents of North Rhine-Westphuits attended a school lotated
in Landgemeinde Plesteritz (N52/E37), Saxony-Anhalt, while
stadents living in Schleswig-Holstein were trained in Schwerin,
Meeklenburg.

The Piesterits school was housed in & former barrschs

which was part of the Plesteritz explostves factory property.
Pelice officers lettured the students on the structure of roads,

bridges, subways, rillroad stations and other traffic installa-
tiony, und demenstrated with models the technique of sabotaging
surh installstions, Skilled porsons from the East Zone rail-
roud adminiatration were brought in to instruct the students in
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kow to block rafl signals and cut cables. Spetial emphasis was
pisced on the method of pulting signal instaliations out of order
by twisting the wires together and on the quickest way to remove
the cog wheels from signal boxes.

- The desmt-known incidents of ssbotsge which took place in
the years immediately following 1950 were directed against
measures by Western Occupation forces to provide for the
futare mining of key bridges and road passes in the event of
war. West German Communist organizations, especially the
Communist youth organization, conducted a propaganda campaign
sgainst these messures and in some cases secretly organized
groups {organizationally disclaimed) took action by pouring con-
grete into bridge demo-chambers, or by pushing construction
squipment into creeks.

v. ; Assassination, Kidnapping, Terrorist Missions

a. U,8. and/or U.5. Allies Personnel, Installations

Although there were {particularly during the period of
pressure against Berlin in 1948) numerons incidente of
karassmnent and violence directed against British and U. 5.
personnel, there are no reports of rabotage in the strict
sense of the term.

b, Other Sabotage Targets

In 1954 evidence becamne avaflable to indicate that
Communist activists, trained in sabotuge, were being
infiltrated into West Germany. Training was appareatly
on an infividual basis. The target against which these

. saboteurs ware to work was miMtary production. This
evidence has not heen confirmed.

Beliberate damage to aquimmtmd machinery of

factories and of other prodnuction centers was carried out
fn 1956 in West Germany. A report of July 1956 related
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several instances of sabolage either in metallurgical planta
oz in mines of West Germany. In one factory oil pressure
pipes of a moulding machine, a key element in the die cast-
ing process, wers forcibly removed. In the same plant,
icch and {nstruments in new generator installations were
broken st short intervals., There was svidence
‘ .ix this case that members of the iflegal Communist youth
erganization were implicated.

At a mine shaft installation foreign ohjects were thrown
fnto the transmission gears of two conveyer belts, resuiting
in the lons of 7680 tons of coal. In this case there was
evidence that the secretary of the local Communist Party
district was withmately responsible. Similar acts of sabotage

- ogeurred rmﬂe&!y at another mine; plant security officers
balleved they were perpetrated by an fllegal Communist
group which called itself the "Communist Party Youth
Factory Group”.

In most of these cases considerable danger to buman
life was invoived. The offenders tried to make it appear that
the incidents had occurred as the result of carelessness on

~ the part of the plast managers so the latter could be accused
of failure to take proper precautions against accidents.
Flani security officers considered all cases of sabotage
carried out during this time to be a series of tests to dis-
eover the most productive areas for sabotage action in the
wvent of & goveral disruption of the government of the
Federal Republic and of its security machinery.

The Soviet cccupation authorities assisted CGerman
Communiats in every way possibie in 1948 to advance the
cumpsign to drive the Berlin City Assembly from its jegal
headquarters into the Western sector so it could then be
declared fllegal by the Soviet Military Administration. The
Sovist Commandant refused to guarantee the safety of any
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future Assembly meetings held in the City Hall which was in
the Seviet Sector. A Soviet order was issued that the City
Asserably suspend all salary payments to city employees work-
ing in Western sectors of Berlin,

In the face of so much opposition from Soviet authorities
azd under the pressure of large mobs of Communist demon-
strators, the City Assembly was forced to surrender the City
Mall to the demonstrators on 6 September 1948. Westers
observers in Merlin at that tine coomented that although
Commuazists lacked real popular support, their goals were
reached thanks to the powsr and support of the Soviet Military

The major threat of sabotage action in West Germany
is derived from the potential abilities of agexts of professional
imislligence services of nearby Cammunist countries, eapecially
sabotage sction which may be organized Jointly by RIS and the
East German State Security.

An additional potential threat may exist if reports of 1956,
20 far unconfirmed, prove to be true that apecial groups were
being formed among Communist elements in West German
factories. These presumably would be activated in the event
of an internal (West German) ecoromic or political crisis, or
in the event of outbresk of international hostilities. In view of
cexters of XPD strength, the most vulnershle peoints would
probably be in the mines, the metallurgical and shipbuilding
industries,
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